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AFFAIRS AT WASHINGTON.
?

MATTERS BEFORE CONGRESS.
WHT CERTAIN CONGRESSMEN ARJC ANXIOUS ATJOUT

THK XIVKR AND HARBOR BILL.C0NJKCTURK8
ABOUT AN EXTRA SESiilQN.WÜV ?G 18 LIKELV

TO BK HILO.CAPTAIN ??G>ß NOT DISCOURAGED.
The correspondent of The Tribune at

Washington point« out some of the peculiar
features of the River and Harbor Appropria¬
tion bill, and explain« why eomc Southern
Congressmen are so anxious for its passage.
There is considerable talk of an extra spring
session of Congress among tbe representatives
of both parties, since it is regarded as almost

impossible for Congress to finish the work
that is awaitin<r action before March 4. Many
important bills have hardly been referred to

as yet. Captain E.id» says that he is not dis¬
couraged because tbe House laid the Ship
Railway bill upon the table, and thinks that

in time it will receive favorable consideration.

TALKIÎrG OF Au EXTRA SESSION.
CUE APPROPRIATION BILLS THAT MUST BE CON'SID-

i;kkd AND PA'SKD . PROBABILITY THAT ???

timi: RKX!using TO this conorkss will not

fccrriCT..
IBT TKT.BGKAPR TO THK TRIBONB.I

Washington. Feb. 13,.There is already consid¬
erable talk among politicians in Washington ro-

ipeeting the probability of a spring session of the
XLTIlth Congress, and there are members of both

parties who not only think such an event probable,
but who are in favor of it. The condition of the
work before Congrues is such as to justify some

apprehensions among members who do not desire an

extra session? There are two of the law appropria¬
tion bills wnich will not be reported to the
House in time for any action upon

them this week. Indeed it is some¬

what doubtful whether cither the Sundry
Civil bill or the General Doficieuoy bill will bi>
brought Into the House before a week from to-mor¬
row. 1he Agricultural bill has been reported, and
may be passed by the House this week. It will be
likely to evoke considerable discussion, as the
emouut recommended.$292,000.is about $40.000
in excess of last year's bill. Unless the River and
Harbor bill makes more rapid progress than it did

yesterday, ii will not pass the Uous · before next
Snturdav. Several feature« of it will undoubtedly
be debated thoroughly, and the opponents of the
most vicious features of tbe measure express their
determination to make a good many uve-minute
Speeche*, and to offer various amendments. Mr. Cox
is still hopeiul of the passage of a Koapporthmtuient
bill, hut it is difficult to see bow it can be accom¬

plished within the next littoon days. Every day
after this week until March 4 will be needed lor the
consideration of the geueral appropriation bills.
Probably every one of them wiil at last be shaped
by confeivnoe commit! ?es in the v^ry laet hour·* of
tbe session. If the Refunding bill should eomc back
from tbe Senate as rarlv as Thursday, which is not

very probable, it would he practicable ror the House
to discus* the Seuato amendments in Committee of
tbe Wholo and perhaps to reach a vote this week.
Otherwise, if the Refunding bill becomes a law at

all before March 4, it will be as a compromise meas¬

ure framed by a oouferouce committee.
Several Republican Senatois have already op, ,iy

expressed tbe opinion that tho failure of the Reload·
irg bill would make necessary the calling of an

extra session. Mr. Frye and some other Republican
members of the Honte express a contrary opinion.
Neither do they agroo with Senator Edmunds and
other Republicans who favor a called session in

order that the House Committee on Elections may
be organized and instructed to investigate the sup¬
pression of the Republican vote in a number of Con¬
gressional districts in the Southern States. Those
who advocate this coureo are impelled to do
so, because they beliove that unless Southern
Republicans are reassured by some action of the
House of Repicsentatives, it will be impossible for
any Republican who has eerved a notice of contest
iu any Congressional district in South Carolina.
Alabama, Missiseinpi, or Louisiana, to procure ttie
testimony of witnesses to establish his claim, how¬
ever just it may be. The recent outrageoui pro·
reedings jn the Hd Florida District are cited to
support this view of the matter, aud with consider¬
able effect. There are Republican members of the
House too, who iu view of the political complexion
of tbo present State Legislatures are anxious that
the new apportionment of Representatives shall be
made before next winter. They think that a hVup-
portionment could be passed at an extra session
while they have nearly abandoned all hope of oue
b\ thu Congress.

THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL.
PROBABLE FURTHER CONSIDERATION TO-DAY.REA¬

SONS WHT CURTAIN CONGRESSMEN ARE INTKIt-

F8TKD IN APPROPRIATIONS POR THE ALLEGED

IMPROVEMENT OF UNIMPORTANT STREAMS.
IBT TELKORAI'll TO THE TRIBUNE. I

Washington, Feb. 13..It is expected that the
House of Representatives will proceed to-morrow

with tbe consideration of the River aud Harbor bill.
Tbe action upon the bill yesterday shows that the
Committee on Commerce is determined to proceed
ss rapidly and with as little debate as practicable,
and to allow no amendment of the bill if it cau bo

prevented. The simple ofiaringof an amendment
yesterday to one of the items was c'iaracterized by
Mr. Reat'an as filibustering.
The remuer ofmaking up a River and Harbor bill by

;the Commerce Committee is not very generally un¬

derstood, and still leas is known by the public of the

preliminary management by which tbe initial
"improvements" of trout streams are authorized
and thereafter continued. In every River and Har¬
bor bill a lump sum (tbe amount recommended this
year is #100,000) is appropriated for " examinations
or surveys or both, and estimates of cost of improve¬
ments proper r to be made at certain points desig-
sated. Tbe streams, bayous, harbors etc, to be
surveyed next year are sixty or seventy in number.
Among them is "Little Tennessee River from its
¦mut h on the Holston or Big Tennessee River to
the mouth of Tallis River." The preliminary sur¬

veys and estimates are usually made

by a civilian assistant engineer. This
Is uniformly the practice where the streams
to be surveyed are so email as to bo unknown except
lo the veograpby of a county or a township. Of
course, a Congressman, having secured the designa¬
tion of a stream in bis diet riot, takes care that tbe
assistant engineer who is sent to examine it is well
treated by tbe people in tbe vicinity and is duly
tarnished by them with statistics of tbe number of
boop poles, the number of pounds of feathers, bees-
··«· ·*·*! «nd the number of doten of eggs which
would go to swell the commerce of the country if
that particular creek were improved. ?uruing over
tbe reports of these assistant« one constantly fiuds
their acknowledgments " for courtesies " received
florlng theirsojournamongthehospitable inhabitauto
who Uve on the banks of the streams which they
bave explored. Tbe assistant usually makes a glow¬
ing report of the creek which be has surveyed from
a skiff, as he pursued bis pleasant Journey. He con¬
scientiously notes the obstructions to navigation In
tbe form of " boulders," " overhanging tree·," '· mill
dams," "fish-traps," "bridges without draws,"
" rapida," etc; he enlarges upon the agricultural or
ether resources of tbe region, expatiate· upon tbe
fertility of the soil, the sis· and quality of the
timber, the beauties of the landscape, and tbe,
hospitality of the people, and he winds
ap with aa estímate of the cost of
improving the newly discovered artery of com¬
merce. Barely indeed. If ever, does tbe assistant
engineer report that it hi Impracticable to make a
stream navigable. In bis lexicon tber· 1« no such
word as " fail." The officer of engineers who re-

****** this report sends it to the Chief of Engineers,
with kû favorable indorsement The more money
be es« ns to expend on internal improvement· in
his district the more popular he will be.
The Chief of Engineers, relyrag noon the iudg-

ment of bis subordinate«, uniformly adopts their
report« and recommendation*. At this stage of the
proceeding the Congressman again appears upon
the scene. He besieges the rooms of the Commerco
Committee, and lays in wait for individual members
of tbrtt committee. He forms combinations with
other Congressmen who want improvements for
creeks and rivulets in their districts. Sometimes
be is a member of the Commerce Committee him¬
self, and then bis task is a very May one. He can

take care of all the streams in his State. Thns
Mr. Reñirán, of Texas, who is chairman of
the committee, bae managed this year to
secure $750,000 for bis State, nnd tho other
faut·« members of tho committee bave b· «n
able to secure appropriations for their respective
States to the amount of nearly $1,500.000. Wlien
work has once been begun upon a stream, however
unimportant it may bc.it is Banal)* continued
through a long series of yean. Engineers like a

steady job as well as Congressmen do large and reg¬
ular appropriations.
Tho l'ili now under consideration iu tho House of

Representativos is by all odds the worst of tho kind
which has ever emanated from the Conimoroe Com¬
mittee. It includes about, twice as many items ns

the similar hill did eight ye»rs ¡ipo, and nearly
all the additions aro for appropriations
to improve rivers, creeks and bajuna which
no amount of money could make uavi-
gnble in any respectable sense. Take for ex¬

ample tho " Tradewater Hiver,'' which is a now

acquaintance. This Ktream is situated somewhere
in Kentucky. No thorough survey of this river has
ever b-.-en attempted. Tho assistant engineer
reports that "the improvement of tho Trade-
water River so us to make it navigable, a*
all times would greatly benefit tho ? gioii
throagh which it flnws." He thinks it could he pre¬
pared, "lor descending navigation only." by the
removal of all snags, drifts, detached rocks or

boulders, t'tsh-dams, etc, and the overhanging trees
ou its banks. Captain Cuyler, of (be engineer·, re¬

parti that islnckwater navigation might be obtained
by tho construction of locks 120 feet
long by 20 fleet Wide; larger locks, he
thinks, would be useless, because the stream would
not aflord water enough to make them of any ser¬

vice;. The "descending navigation only" would
apply to Bat-boat« aud timber-rafts. Captain Cuy¬
ler guesses that the improvement would cost about

$118,000, i.ut confesses that this estimate is based
upon no trustworthy data. He adds thai "to im¬

prove the present natural navigation to any nseiul
extent it is estimated that the sum of at least
$10,000 would ho required." The Commerce Coni·
mil tee lies recoumiendod an appropriation of 93,000,
w Lieh sum will »to no good whatever·
Hut this is only the entering wedge. The River

ami Harbor bill this year contata« au item of
$20.000 for the Little Rana« lia River in Weal
Virginia. Upon «his stream 958,000 hud already
bean appropriated. The engineer says that the ob¬
ject at "the present plan of improvement" is "the
attainment of raft and pnab-boai navigation at
lower stage« than was before practicable," und lie

estimates that to eomplete the improvement of the

stream for these purposes will require an

additional expecditare ot fjOOO.OOO. Uns moan-
taiu torrent v. ill then be navigable lor "push-boated
tor a distance, of about eigntv miles. For continuing
the improvement of tboUreal Kanawha in the same
BlatO.a river which is certainly "??·· ,t" In respect
to the amount oi money required to make it naviga¬
ble.an appropriation of (200,0041 is to 1»· made In
addition to the $1,200,000 which has I.?
sunk iu tho same etmani within tho last
live years. To compi.-te the Improvement
it is estimated that about $2,500,000
more will bo needed, For the Quyandutte River,
also in West Virginia, (8,500 is asked iu addition
to «5.0O0 heretofore appropriated. "Raft naviga¬
tion primarily and posh-boat navigation ulti¬
mately " ar*» som/ht on this «tream. The engineer
wisely foriieais to estimate ? lu: probable ultimate
cos; ot this strinigli: against nature, and he re¬

marks: " No permanent or e.itii« completion " ran

be made utid'T the present proj. et. It appears that
several privute null-dams mum In- removed before
even rait and push-boat navigation can be secured.
The assistant engineer triumphantly reports that
an old inill-iiam at "Little Ugly 8hoola" baa been
removed, mattina a good channel lor push-boats and
timber raits. "Mill-dams" and "brush limps ou

the bais" are very frequently mentioned
in the reporta aa obstacles to the navigai ion of the
great arteries of commerce thai How through the
mountain vullevs of West Virginia. This the en*

giueci's repcrt on the Elk Rivet Improvement con¬

tains the following pregnant sentence: "Hetnrothe
river can be considered properly prepared for tin-
full development ot the trade upon it. some or all of
the private mill-dam should certainly be removed
or moditied "; otherwise the present idea " of mak¬
ing nn open navigation of ten or twelve inches
depth will bave to be abandoned. For the Klk
R. ver.->n appropriation of $5,000 is asked in ad¬
dition to the $10,000 hitherto appropriated. And
it is estimated that the work canoe completed for
" raft aud push-boat navigation" by an additional
expenditure of $90,000.
The llig Sandy River in Kentucky h is swallowed

up $70,000 of the public money in the last three
years; $¡¿0,000 is to be appropriated tor n.-xt year ;
and the estimated additional cost i»f carrying out the
present plau of improvement is $1.872,000. " The
natural channels are uarrow, obstructed, and with
as little as three inches of water in them at low
stages over shoals and ripples." The WHter
was not so deep before tho $70,000 was

expended for the assistant engineer reports that
"the amount expended haa considerably widened
and deepened these channels and reudered the navi¬

gation easier." ihe engineer remarks that " ihe
plan of improving the natural channels does not
admit from its naturo ot apermaueut couipletiou ";
the outlook for the future is, therefore, more cheer¬
ful for the contractors and Kentucky Congressmen
than it is for the taxpayers.
The bill contains au item of $2,500 for " ( »bed's "

River, Iu Tennessee, in addition toan appropriation
of $4,000 made last year, lo regard to tbu appro¬
priation the Engineer Department is in somewhat
of a quandary. It appears that "Obey," as well as

"Obed," has a river in Tennessee, und that "Obey's"
River is the larger. "Obey's" River, too, is the one
which was surveyed. The vigilant member« of the
Commerce Committee, who sat up nights to study
the engineer's reports and construct a River and
Harbor bill which they aud its friends all declare to
be perfect» have not yet discovered the
discrepancy, although it is mu te perfeotly
obvious ou page 1,088 of the report
of the Chief of Engineers. The committee
is perhaps entitled to one exenee.Tenneaaee has no

representative in the committee aud nobody except
a Tenueseean should expect to be well enough ac¬

quainted wiib tho local geography of that Slate, to
be able to distinguish betweeu " Obey's " Iti ver and
"Obed's" River.

?

THE SHIP RAILWAY RILL.
luv t?µ;<.??a??? t? Tin: ? iiiiir.st. |

Washington, Feb. 13..In conversation with a

TlUHl'Ni: correspondent this evening Captain Eads
said : " 1 am not at all discouraged by the action of
the House in laying the interoceanic railway matter

npon the table. I remember that the proposition for

opening the Mouth of the Mississippi River was de¬
feated in the first session when it was introduced.
This action undoubtedly in Jicntes that no action
will be taken by the House at this session unless
the subject comes before it as a measure from the
Senate. I bave bcou before. the Sen¬
ate Committee on Foreign Relations
once and am to uddresi the committee
further on next Tuesday. The action of the House
simply shows the opposition of one member of the

body, and rather lndioatee a fear on his part that
the House would consider the subject favorably if
anv discussion of the real merits of the proposition
was to take place. The bill was Introduced at a

most unfortuuate time, and waa laid aside atmply
because of ita antagonism with important
measures which bad been longer under considera¬
tion by members ot the body. Singularly enough
at the vary time Mr. Page, of California waa mail¬
ing his effort* to dispose of the ship railway propo¬
sition adversely, the Legislature of his State was
considering resolutions warmly approving it. a« Is
proved bv a dispatch to mo from tbe Speaker of
the California House of Representatives, who says
tbat tbe resolutions approving tbe scheme passed by
tbe House yesterday undoubtedly expressed the
sentiment of the people of California.

??10??? KATES BUTTLED.

Philadelphia, Feb. 13..It ia understood
that under an agreement with tbe four trunk lines tbe

emigrant rates between New-York and the n'est have
restored the tariff rates of January 1st., 918 from
New Yor», and fl 1 00 from PtuiaUelpma to Chicago.

DAMAGE DONE BY STORMS.
m

GREAT LOSS OF PROPERTY RKrORTED.
I.U1LK OBSTRUCTION IN TIIIÎ EAST.A GREAT SNuW

.TOMI IX TUE WEST.RAILROAD TRAINS BLOCK¬

ADED.
The floods caused by the rains and melting snow

did little damage in tbe East, but in parts of the
South aud West the loss will be heavy. Travel to
the Houth by tray of Washington is much impeded.
At Toledo the water is falling. Trains vere una¬

ble to leave several Western citios, on account
of the great tlopth of thedrifs.

THE SITUATION AT WASHINGTON.
THE EXTENT OP THE DAMAGE.AS ICE DOMI

F'irtMI'D IN ??? POTOMAC.?G?*??????8???8 OF

FCBTKKR LOSS.

Washington, Feh. 13..The flood which
caino rushing»town the roUimac Rivet Saturday morn¬

ing, submerging the lower portion« of th<» elty for neirly
twenty-four hours, bee sabalded. An linnir-iiso lue gorge,
extending from above the city to a point several mile«
below It, and reaching nearly over to tbo

Virginia shore, bis beon formed, and now

lies Immovable, threatening ''estructlou to the wharves
and to a nuniber of steamboat· lying ut tbi-.ut when It

breaks up. The dr.mnce already to vetéela, wharves and
property along the river freut Is variously estimated at

from 100,000 to 9100.000. Most of the v. harf owner» to

mubt arc of the opinion Ma': the pieat danger Is yet to

rome, «ben this Immen-c Held of acrumul'ited
lee moves past tbo elty. The dnimige to

property a'id merchandise In that portion of
the city which was Inundated will probably reach
IjilOo.oOO, and In Georgetown, along the wharves
anil In I.·· storehouses, tbe daiuugc will probably amniiii'
to 075.000. The sei non of tbe IVmg Bridge.ß·»« -°?
uet in Health.wbteb wa· swept away last nicht was

earned about ??? yards down the river, ua the flats,
where ltuow lie« badly wrecked, wedged lu wltb broken
lee.
Telegraphic coniniuiilcatlon with the South Is badly

lotorrcied with, as ull tbe telegraphic cables nt the Leeg
Bridge bave le'cii carried away, and lo-ulght only two
out of over Iwonty wires are In working order betnoeu
Washington aud Alexandria·

REPORTS FROM MANY STAI IX
RAltaOAM IND.R WA1T.K.ALARM fKI.T IN Nr.W-

oi:li:ans.hi:avy SXOW BloCTADK· in tiik

WFST.TRAINS ?'?????.? TO LlAVK COUNCIL

??.?'?G?, IOWA.ORLAI DILAY CAUBKD »Y TUE

DRIFTS.
BORDKXTOWV, N. .1., Peb. 13..'??? freshet

ha« doue coundi raiiin damage bere. Tli» railroad tucks
bstweea Trenton air. Burlington <'!ty are uinlor water.

Maes midnight the water has liecn on lb.· railroad
bridge on the mslo Him bttVeM here hihI NVw-York.and
tbe bridge ?« ni n peritosa position. Twenty-seven ors,
«· ;iM lìnitic eight tonseach, have b·. ? placed on It to

hold H In position. The water 1* at tbo iiln of the

WlieelH. f

PBOVinjfWCS, ?. I, Feb. IS..? wa'hout on the Sfon-

Ingion Kallread, mar AppouaUW, delayed ill tram last
night and tats morata*. One trata wen: off ta· track,
bal no oui« was Injured.
Mut- ·??>. Pean., Feb. 13..The rain storsi aas ossasd.

The Delaware Blver li falaag fio« ly sud tbe ice I* umv-

Ing mit rapid'y. Tbe loss by the flood U fully tAO.000.
The Beraters of the Buckley fauniv are tatd t<> be

mil impiisoaed on CoBBeabeaarn Island without food,
but H I» tbought they will MOap« lu tie Dlgfat.
C'AKHoMialk. P' nil., Fab, 13..The lee m the Lacka-

waana la loovuig rapidly, and fears of an lee «orge in

Ibe Ctianncl ubo ve th ri: y .ne uiaklM ? be residual s (in-

easy· ibould tbe streams continue to nse it is now im-

possible to pretil, ? Ibe r*«iilt.
Ti'i.i.i'o. Feb. 13..Tac sidewalks Mere uri· novered witb

boxe· and IWMM of dry «ftods and niai' increti lUdM··
Willed n.? beon Nkeu from ¡lo· orila·*! of
til·· winde n'e bous··", Tais nfu>r.m ? irr.· are nine
feel of water In ibe Union f jtiun. Iluudredi
of frcight-va;* aud several locouottre· are nearly cov¬
ered with water. Tbe water is tli.·-¦! with wrenkag*.
Below um' rari tc va«ael« wblch were swept
rioni their mooring« a mil« and a buif dUtaat. Tue
Council met yeatei ley and anthorlzctl an experiment in

blowing up the lei-»for«·· w:lb explosive*, bill tbo ut-

tenipts W'i ¦> In: lb·. Ii iiu- iM-eii coal and l'i.isteriliti nil
iiai, «aew-eqaaHa tuiiowiu« web <>tii«r m rspiii
succession. ?? tnls wrniuj-. G. p. m , it Is «aid that the.
lee Ihm started a/.nn troni ebovn, if this is mie en rv
bridge will !><· swept awn". Hope« are ff utertiitiitil Unit.
tbe cold coiitiiiu nie. tin· water will f»n aud »liow on in¬

to »Ink low eoouiib to ihm under tbe innige
eT Lolls. I'll. 13.The weather turin-d very eold

Wíii'huj· att'iuoou. ??1 trnliia last night were several
hour·« li»t<· in arrivim; here.
M. I'*i !.. Mum G -b. Kl The ß??? -u ip Iims ß????·

Vat· ·I Ine snow blooKad· lbs' ha« prevailed In Su ith. in

Minie ota fnr :h·· last two weelbt. On Ike Sioux t'lly
ltoad lite snow ih four teet deep on n level, miri tue di |ttt
m nome piaeefl an- burliei loan tea telegraph poles,
(irosi ff irts h.??·· been maie to hnMli the blockaile. a
fr.iKi ut Mountain Lsfce bj«1i«<u blockaded Ionen day«.
Oilier roiule ,ire »!taust a· b^llv off.

« m mil G.?.G?G.·.??\?.?,!?·?>.?:?.- i'besix erosnow sioriu
of l-rtd.iy and Katurdaj bas roniplelolj lattiate·! Ihn rlty
/rom tin· outside won·!, no trains luivlmr arri v. d or de¬
parted since Friday nigb'¦, and sll railroad travel ba·
been saspended. Trains wiiiuh left here Friday nubi
wen· »now-bound ail day yesierday, at a ditm e of loo
to üimi iMieê from tbe city. Tue Colcago, Borilaiitou
ami (¿niaey oOciaU sitempled lo atari a tralu for Cbl-
cago Usi in^ai with a µ?«·?? USiy men losboveltbe
¦now. Sone of the delayed train· Is etp eted until th, s
afternoon or Monday· Bnstaess w almost soapra-ied,
and coal de.iler» say Ihvy aava not a ton ot coal on

bund.
Kansas City, Feb. 18..Tbe «re:it at<>nn eou'unied

lumi notai: day Igal thi« morning, when the snow ee .sed
fallu«. lUiiway ii.ttU was aovar so vbairueted a· It
bas been ilili nii tie lust tWMily-tottl bmir«. Of leu

riiiliu.nl. riuin.iu tato th·· Union Ht itlon only mie teal
out or bron.bt In a pasaeng·* tnili. All trains on tbo
Hues völlig north, east, solili and w It Wi re uh uni.il.
and uni ns ibe wmd goes dowu the blockade Will last
.eventi dttj-.

llAitiKK's FaaBT, W. V^., Feb. ??-t p. m.-???? water
is «nil n in.· li ?··.
OEOBOLTOWS I). C, F.h. 13.0 p. ni. Hier" hin* been

arieo ofone mei sine· ¡I p.m. loe «atei- is now one
fo >t iiitov.· lb·' «Inn v< *.

??µ?µ?????, G??.??., irli. 1 3 The flood has be· n tin-
iiio-i lii-a-i.ious tauf « v. rial« IS Jornal.¦ Valley, ilw
Iosa in Ml ue. to lluulliivduii Couuly alouu being »nu:
B50.000.
Babusbcko. Pean., F<h. IS..The Basauebaana bus

been lulliua ail d it. Latat aufiil ? ist un ? Ho itli Munis
burg were p4rtlally flooded by toe oierflaa of Faxten
Creek. Many perautw were obliged to move out, end lo¬
dar tbelr aousoa oouid onlv bo rei.ih'd by bosta. Tuo
iluiiifer Isa ?,? >r iiiv over.

rotr¡iiKi:i:ihiL..N.Y., Feb. 13..Reporta from til point«
show tn.it ? a water m tue awollen stroaaia ?» fai:idi; and
that li.ero are un Imther fears of duuiaco. ibe Weather
is fettina' eoi..er.
??????? t. ?. C. Feh. 13..Theseiinoner M::ry Heur, nf

WliiiuiiKtoii, ?. ('., aad b und to in.it port Wim a cargo
of fruïnofrom M ivaaaa, wiuie a. leir.-.i ¡n ibe book, dra«:.
?? (1 her anchor und »a'driven wltii.u 100 yards of the
beach Uni lug the SuBtUWSalarly storm of List ulgbt,

TE1H0V8 WEAltikM AT SUA.

The sUnmship Neckar, which Arrived yesterday,
reported that fromtheUhannel to tbe Bunks oi New¬
foundland she encountered a succession of strong
southwesterly and northwesterly winds, which
caused a high sea. Alter passing the Hanks she met
with rauob fosruv weather.
The steamship Castalia had a strong southwester¬

ly galo, with a iienvv soa, durinit Her voyaire.
The steamship Freja eiicouuteied heavy Westerly

gale« to th" Ranks.
The hark Nina ttheldon met with heavy winds on

her voyage. «.^.__«___

A SUH'LOAU OF WILD ASIM.U.S.

Thesteauihhip Neckar, which arrived yesterday
from Breasen, had aw part of her cargo a

largo collection of wild animals. Ac¬
companying them was Samuel P, Cox, ngetit
for Forepaugh's menagerie. Mr. Cox left Ihe
United Htatee last summer, ostensibly as a theatrical
agent, but really with tho purpose of making ? col¬
lection of aii'mals which would surpass tbo Unruum-
Bailey combination. At Hamburg he purchased
from Karl Hagenbeek this collection, estimated at
not les· than $40.000 or $50,000 In value.
Ho has four elephants, the larec/it 7 feet in height,

and two " babies" ? ten camels, the largest two be¬
ing 7*? and 8 feet high, their back hunt scraping
th· beams of the deck above them ?
four leopards, a lioness. a llama, an

"ajsx," (an Asistió animal of the borine
tribe) ? a brown boar and a " wartacnacbwein" or
" wart-bog" a snake known to nutnralisi· as

pyfAou Hçrtê, on tiger snake, from it« pleasant
habit of bagging to death th« monarob of toe Jun¬
gles. It measures twenty feet in length and is very
Urge around the body. There are two Al¬
pine eagles from the Hwlss Tyrol, one her¬
mit eassowary and an'ordlnary bird of that tribe :

two handsome Rolden pheasants, a large number of
cockatoo·, some with paro white plumage and high
creat, tinged with pink, and others with blue breast·
and gray backs j numerous monkeys aud other
menagerie stock.
Tbe animals are «towed between decks, occupying

the space required for 200 tons of freight. They
were shipped under the personal supervision of Air.
Hagenbeck, and were socompsnied by two at¬
tendant«. Mr. Htormer, the secoud officer, said to ß

Tribune reporter yesterday ? " The elephant« are

beauties, bat Charley, tbe biggest, I« tbe beet, and

very gentle. They alwavs kept their «ea-len in tbe
roughest weather. We lashed heavy spars m front

of Ì iem.to Protect them in case the ship should roll,
and iu heavy sea« they twisted their trunks about
th£ «pars and sat down aft. Tho camels laid down."
Ihe animals will be landed to-duy. They bore

the voyage well.

GESEitAL POLÌTICAVsE WS.

CONJECTURES FROM THE WEST.
CHifiAO ?. Feb. 13.-G7?« Tribune'* special dispatch

from Cleveland, Ohio, contains a sensational report
that according to an agreement between Senator
Binine and General Garfield, the "premiership" Is
to be offered te Mr. Coukling; that in caso of Mr.
Conkling's refusal, which wonld likely follow,
President (íarfjeld would th-n be in a position to
" talk back" to the Coakiiaf faction if any of the
Coukling men ever attack him. The correspondent
alleges (hat this is the obj -et of Logan's visit to
Mentor now, and as evidence of the fact that Locan
ison some iinportaut mission says rhut he renistered
at one place while on the way to Mentor under an
assumed name. Another rea.sou assigned for Lo¬
gan « vmt is that lie wants David Divls put back
on the beach, ? hos leaving a vacancy In the Illinois
¡Senatorial delegation.

EFFORTS FOR DEMOCRATIC HARMONY.
TWO PLAN'S* Of IIRoKi'AMZUION' i;> nt: DMCCMXD.
The Committee of Oat- Hundred will meet

IklSevento* at Its headquarters. No. '-'1 West Twcntv-
foiirt!.-st., to consult with tho committees uf tho various
Dmnooratic organization, from wlilcii replies hsvo been
received n« to the b.;st plan for reorganizing the
Inane« ralle party of this city. As Tammany
Hall has defiantly refused to have anythlug to do with
tue proposed reorganlaatloa, the plan Dually adopted
by the committees ?G conference, will probably bo the
one must lisely to appeal ui suoli sense of independence
ss tbe average Deaweratlc voter poi>*ci-eer, small as ibu
I·. The Irving Hell Committee, or rather that
portion of u led by ciMjyor Cooper and
i'ons*ia*tnuer TBotnpaon. will urge tin· adoption of tu«
Independent Ass*inliiy District plan, partly on the
trotind teat It |* the one now prevailing throughout the
Hiate except In ihtsciivnud Ilrooiclyu, aud tbcrefore Is
bin ly to bavella . fl\>ct nt tie- next Democratic, State

¦?? -dIIhii when ? wo rival delegatloes troin
tin« eitv vmIi annly for admission, and
partly breaaae it ni eve« the taapeetife Assembly
District oiiramz-itlon* friim tho domination ot a t-eu'.ral
body. TheTummaiiv Hall ormnisetlou at the present
time la really governed by s committee ol oue irom each
Assembly district, with w!ncn all Important uieae-
urcii '>i tifili -1.- or to wbieh tbev tin? referred. A
cnusldi r.iPle utimber if the Committee of One Hundred
Is sa favur of a General Committee on the around that
thiTj sbonid be mum central bol.. representing the
entire organisation to which qnewtfou* ut Importance
eau be referred Utbi-rwl.se, tnev claim, there will be do

ua luliiiiiv of purpose wb-n a county ticket is ¡ioiniii.it· d.
It is on this quest.on ot orient/at Inn tlial the, dln'-ussious
.rill tutu cuarjy at tbe niectiut of conference tu.s sveu-
mg.

???·: ALDKRMEN STILL IT SKA.
The Aldermen will meet again nt noon to-

day t« asako another elori to organisa by the election of
a president. Notbtng h-is yet b*>en derided on. If
two» or more ttepobllcans remain away, tho Hoard
will probably rlect Mr. MeAvoy (Independent Tain·
inaiiv DeaMcrat). if sil tin- Republicana «

present, no one will probably reeeive a majority of the
vote* es«t. and nlttiustely toe Legislature may nave to

prnvid« a » i\ ul ..? ilio dilli lilty t»v making » plurality
Vole e'eet. mvorsl pif-on-i Pfeil Versi .1 111 municipal
law bciii-ve that a plurality vote ti now eiinh-ieiit to
?·??·? t- 1 li»· riiiii tfi »imi h provides that en the nVt
Mi «I >v m January " tb>- Hoard »null me t und choose
a presidi ai ¡r< m it« own mem lien by a rail of the naim-tt

ei the mem bei s of the Hoard, upon « lib h rail ··.»*· U mem¬
ber niimi; announce his choice.·' Kotbtng is .-aid about a

majority brini requlr* ü lo elect.
At a meeting of eiosenabelri nt Washington Heights

Hu nula ? evi-nmg, A lile« mini ??-A yoy w.m reeuumicuded
fui 11 rei· ?-?· ir. ut tin Board.

DEMOCRAT« FAILING TO AGREE.
No result was reached at the meeting Sat-

miiiit evening of the committee on conference appointed
by the two rival Democratic organizations In Hrooklyn
.the m-u.ar Derioerattd (onerai Committee mid tbe
'entrai Hi nn entile Association. Several plans bave
been proposed, the primIpal one looking toward the
distintióme ol tbe pre«"iit o-icaniratloii* and the forma·
'.ton of a new (ieiiend Committee. This was strongly
*>ppn**i t»y ??· r»pre«enîativ<-ji of th« Central Associa¬
tion, who said ti al there wssro use of contento* nulcas
MSH iitt-i-r iiaeis w.is propo-cd. The cou.'creuce ad-
G????a? without day·

GESKRA Ì. FOHBIQN HE WB\
THE B0UTI1 AFKICAH WAR.

LOKOoa, Monday. Pen. 14. 18-U.

? ? ofBeial ftiapatch from Cnpe Town say«
the (iovi ni':.cut bas accorded the lt.isut.is one week's
armistice.
A ttepalCB from Rombar announces that a regiment of

eavahry aad two huileries of artillery have been ordered
to ?a'..I.

^

THE Tl'RCOGKLKK TROIMLLS.
Viknna, Feb. 13, IRSI.

('mint Von Hnttfeldt, the German Ambas¬
sador to Turkey, tins arrived here aud Bad a conference
witti the ? iron Von II iym> rb·, the Aii-rrmn Premier,
and Prince Henry Hems, the Gi-rmuu Ambassador to

Aaatrla.
It I« nutl.orltitively stated that Mr. Goschen, the

British Ambassador to Turkey, gavo no indication at
Berlin or Vienna ol aay intention on tbe part of Eng¬
land to compel tue Porto ultimately to concede a new
frontier to Ureeee.

AU8TKJAN SOCIALISTS CONVICTED.
Vii:s\A. Feb. 13. 1881.

Judgment hrta been pronounced on thirteen
Sociali*:* who have beea on irtsl tor tbe last few days
a? the Vienna Ah»Ix<,«i. One was convicted of hieb
(reason, end sentenced to four years' imprisonment.
Anotber wus sentenced in six mouths'lmpiieouiutut.
Ah the ethers were aeoojtn d.

WE TACUT!SO TO BEOIX

POCCnKERPeiK, N. Y.. Feb. 13.-T!io Hud-
»on tu In splendid condìtioa for Ics yachting. If tbe

weather mieold eaoaaa, the retratta committees of tbe

I'ouirbki'opsio and New-Humour«* clubs will incit In tbe
ninnimi.', mid th'( Indications «re that a race will be oi-

dcrid bere fur lia. m. f< r chin colon).

STABBED BY VSKSOIYX MES.

Michael L'-c, ago twenty-eight, of No. 48
Furartil-St., Was assuulled In the Howcry at Dayard-st.'
1 iti evening by several men whom be «ltd not know, and
»tabbed ria times hi tbe back. He was taken to tho
L Imuioere Street Hospital.

FRAC.iiESTSOF WESTERS SEWS.

A COBBTta IV Til e PullK MARKRT.
CnicAGo, Feb. 13.. The iribune aayai " ?

collii ? m «he pn vi-ion market Li in progress which
dwarrs any nrevham manipulât Ion, even tbe great one of
|Ml year. Within a week there have been purchased
.jr,.(ioo.(SW pound* of short ribs, 2?.<??) barrels of pork
mid 10.000 tierce* of lerd. Tho persons Interested
are mainly the ones who organized the successful 'deal*
,-, year aao, and It is their Intention to put prices far
above tbe present prevailing rates."

(.THANOK DIHOVKKY IN* A CAVP.

Someiwkt, Ky., Fob. 13..Near Tateville,
ten unie» from bere, tea very largo cave. It has been

explored tor several miles, hut nothing peculiar
was discovered until yesterday. M. O'Oor-
iiiu«. assistant rnadmaster, wnh a guide, went

furihT than tho cuve bad been explored
before, when suddenly they were astonished by coining

upon tbe petrified body of a human belüg. It was Arm
Hsadnmaut. and could not be moved. Stens will be
tal· u to remove tbe body and place It on exhibition.

costruttine a oood wopk.
Cincinnati, Feb. 13..Tho ordinance nfrainst

the Ttriety i-hows uf this city went into effect Saturday.
It remilres 11 license from tbe Mayor granted on applica¬
tion aud signed by twelve property owners living within
400 feet ol the theatre. Tho legitimate theatres were

licensed but the Indecent sbnw* were closed beoause of
tho Mayor** refusal to issue licenses to them. Tito Vino
Btrivt Opera House, the most indecent of them nil, was

also refused a Uceuse, but Judge Avcry of the Common
Plea* Court «muteo nn Injunction sitalnet the Mayor
enloliilng him rrora Interfering with tbe business of the
theatre until Monday, when the motion of Colonel Snel-
backer for a lurther injunction will bo disposed of.

TKLMOÊAPHIC "SUTES.
TKN YBARi1 BOB HUMICIDR.

Oaivw-tos. G ·?. Feh. 13..A Long View. Tex..
(llsi#te,h to G?« ?**??# snys ¡ Initie liUlrlei conrr, Friday, a

verdict ot murder In the second de»ree ivm reiilereil In the
rase id llinlisoi. who shot M«xton la*t «oiumni-. lullictiuga
wound from which he sub*e(|iieiitlv died. Ulnhsm was sen-

teuoed tu ten yearn In the pen Itentlary.
AltUKSl'Kl) FOK Al.LKHKO MLMDEK.

Mkchamc>villk, N. Y.. Feb. III..Horatio
Stewart, of rort Ann. N. Y.. ha· been «rrestea ou · thsrge of
munlenog Mis. ('yiithla rtsrgeut at that placu last äeytrmber
aud luUsesi la ttaody Ulli JalL

IN DANiiKK UK BRINO LYNCHED.
MADifWiN. FU., Feb. 13..Savage, the murderer of

F H. PaUersoo. la In Jail, and the feeliug agalast htm Is so

bitter that the (Joveruor has ordored out t*o companies of

mulls to guard the prUmer.
TUB TBLEPHUNK USED TO ADVANTAGE.

Houston, I'enn., Fe'». 13..A notorious oharnnter
njme<l Wllllini nurse shot ao<l klil-sl PaUlok Payton last

nlgut. Burko wt» csptored with tbe eld of a telephone tour
uiile* frum bere.

THE ANGLO-IRISH CONFLICT.
A LARGE LONDON DEMONSTRATION. '

??? IRISHMEN OF LONDON AND THK ENGLISH DEMO¬
CRATIC 0LÜB8 WOHEINO IN HARMONY.DEMON¬
STRATIONS BKFORE THE CONSERVATIVE AND
LIBÉRAL CLUB-HOUSES.THE GREAT PARLIAMEN¬
TARY CONFLICT.
A large public meeting; to express sym¬

pathy with Ireland was held in London
yesterday. Some English Democratic clubs
formed part of the assemblage, which was

chiefly composed of Irishmen. After the meet¬
ing, demonstrations were made before the
Cuxlton and Reform Club-houses. The gen¬
eral aspect of the House of Commons after
the recent all-night session is described in the
letter appended.

m

A LARGE MEETING IN LONDON.
SYMPATHY FOR DAVITT.ENGLISH WORKINOMEN

COOP: RATING.A DEMONSTRATION BEFORE ???

CLtJaVROOWM·
London. Feb. 13,1831.

The anti-coercion meeting which, was announced
yesterday wna held in Hyde Park to-day. A prema¬
turo attempt to start an independent anti-coercion
demonstration in a part of the park some little dis¬
tance from the spot deeiznated for the tegular meet¬
ing lead to the heating of an impopular and some¬

what intoxicated orator, said to be an Irishman,
who was pursued out of the gat«· by a rough mob.
Except for tins incident the meeting wa» much more
orderly and seemingly more earnest than euch gath¬
erings usually are.
An immense crowd assembled to witness the

arrival of the procession. Their demoanor was that of
curiosity, not of sympathy ; but no opposition or

hostility was manifested. The procession comprised
about six bauds each with a considerable following.
One of the prominent figures was a soldier
with a green rosette on his uniform.
There were numerous banners bearing
tin inscriptions "Release Davitt," "We want

the land that boro ne," and " Uuiou soi Victory."
The procession wa« swelled hy contingent« from
Magna Charta associations and Democratic work¬
men's clubs. When the procession halted
there was a «leuse throng, numbering prob¬
ably some thousands, and composed mainly of Irish¬
men, who were, very enthusinetic. Among the
«peaketl wero T. P. O'Connor, the Rev. Isaac Nel-
bon, ami John Redmond, Home Hule Members of
Parliament. The meeting was divided into three
assemblages which were at such a distance spart as

not to interfere willi each other. The speakers de¬
clared that Mr. Gladstone woe raised into power by
Radical workingmcn and would bo deposed by them.
Allusions of this kind as well as remarks dispar¬
aging to the House of Lords were enthusiastically
received. Resolutions were carried without dissent.
At the close- of the meeting the mob marched east¬

ward by way of Piccadilly and St. James's-st. At
thn foot of Ht. James's-st. tue conveyance contam¬
ini? the leaders halt'd in order to give their follow¬
ers hu opportunity to close un and make an impos¬

ing demonstration through Pall Mall.
There was vigorous groaning opposite the Guard's

Club und wherever else anyone was visible at the
windnvra, particularly at the Carleton. Opposite
the Reform Club the mob halted and the leaders
called for cheers for Davitt and Cowen, end groans
for the Tory member for Bradford, nvaning Mr.
Forster, and for tho Llhcral renegades, all of which
wer·· heartily given. No display of force was made
bv tho authorities.
The Urst meeting of the Ladies' Land League was

held at Claremorris, Ireland, to-day. Miss Parnell
proposed a resolution that a ladies' branch League
be established iu everv parish as a protest agaiust
the arrest of Davitt. The resolution was adopted.

The JhiUjf Aews has reason to believe that, on tbe
Information at present before it, the Irish Exec¬
utive does not intend to arreat any Parliamentary
leader of tbe. Land League agitation under the pro¬
visions of the retrospective clause of tho Coercion
Act.

SCENES IN PARLIAMENT.
HOW THE BOW OF COMMONS LOOKED AFTER THK

ALI^NlGHT HKSSION ON THE COKHCION BILL-
MR. rvRNKLL'rt AITEARANCF. AND DEMEANOR.
A CRITICAL POINT IN THE CONTEST.MR. BR»D-

LACOH DECLARES AGAINST OBSTRUCTION.LORD
HKACONSFIELD A SPECTATOR OF THE CONFLICT.

iFIiOM TUB REOULAR CORRESP05DENT OF TUB TRIBÜNE.1
London, Feb. 1..It was about 1 o'clock this

morning when Mr. Gladstone, replying npon a mo¬

tion of one Mr. Gabbett. announced amid cheers
from both sides of the House, that the Government
would resist any attempt to adjourn before the vote
had been taken noon Mr. Forster'» motion for leave
to bring in his bill for Protection to Persons and
Property in Ireland. The sitting bad begun, as

usual, at t on Monday afternoon.just a week from
the time when Mr. Forster's motion was made: a

motion. It should be understood, which is. in ordi¬
nary case, a purely formal motion. Very seldom
Indeed is an issue made upon a bill at
this preliminary stage. Tho custom of the
House prescribes that the principle of a proposed
hill shall be challenged upon tbe second reading;
which answers for practical purposes to the third
reading with us. The Irish availed themselves of
a purely technical right in beginning their resist¬
ance when they did. As their habit Is, they used
tho written law for the purpose of annulling the
unwritten law. They keep the letter and break the

spirit. Iu other time« this would have been a re¬

proach which loyal men would have shrunk from.
So, I shall venture to say. would loyal men now

shrink from it. But the Irish «lory in what tbe
great majority of the House and the country
think their shame. He it shameful or

otherwise, they seized upon this technical
opportunity for delay and obstructmn, cs others
would say; for securing, as they would say, a full
and free discussion. Having used it after their
fashion for a week.» week whioh includes one sit¬
ting of twenty-two hours.they propose now to

prolong it indefinitely, rio far have they pushed
matters that Mr. Baxter, a very advanced Liberal,
asked Mr. Gladstone yesterday afternoon whether
he was aware of the " strong end angry feeling ex¬

cited in the laree constituencies " by this peí tina-
cious obstruction, and bv the impossibility of en¬

tering upon any English or Bcoteh business; and
what be proposed to do about it. Mr. Gladstone
answered that ho knew of the existence of this
fueling, and feared it was likely to increase, and,
while declining to say what ho would do.
intimated that tho matter was one. to which tin·

Government was giving their attention. Tho result
of their attention was the reply above noted. Be·
foro Mr. Baxter'· question was put, however, and
before the House met. Minister« had resolved to ac¬

cept the fresh challenge of the Irish, and once more

to do what thoy could to settlo under tbe preseut
forms of the House tbe still pendiug question
whether the majority or minority of the Hou-e shall
prevail. It was well understood on Monday after¬
noon that there was to be an all-night silting. Ar¬
rangements were made on both sides with a view to

that, and Mr. Gladstone'« statement was only the
official aulnuution of a fact which for some hours
had been present to everybody's mind.

THE 6CKNK OF COMIIAT.

The approaches to the Hoase showed that some¬

thing unusual was going on. GoiugdowD at noon,

I passed a number of pale-faced men whose disor¬
derly dress and dissipated air pointed them ont as

individuals who, for some reason, had chosen not to
go home till morning. The men were, in fact, mem¬
bers of the House ; their dissipation bad been of a

legislative kind, and the reason for their late hours
was pure,y an Irish reason. There was no crowd
id Palace Yard, bnt Westmlns-er Hall had a hun¬
dred or two loungers, and the outer lobby wa·

pretty full. The inner lobby was thronged with
the usual company of members hurrying back
and forth, and of constituents waylaying them
fir orders of admission. Almost the first

man I met waa one of the wbipa, whd
had been np al] night and was just starting for noma
to snatch a few hour's rest. " I don't know whethea
It le good night at good morning,-' remarked he,
" bnt it Is still Monday's sitting, and is liaelv to ba
till to-morrow ; and nobody knows how a nob
longer." On tbia point there was a general agra«,
meat. The Government and Opposition were work¬
ing together ; there was not the smallest notion ol
giving way: and the only question was bow long
the Irish could hold out ; or how far the patience
of tbe House would allow their obstruction to be
carried. Going up to the gallery I fouud a seat with
a little difficulty and looked down ou such a House
as has not often been seen, in this or any other
generation.
Tbe sitting had now lasted rather more than

twenty hours without Intermission. The Sneekei
bad quitted tbe chair at S in the morning, and Dr.
Lyon Playfair, tbe Deputy Speaker, had since oc¬

cupied it.not mnch to tho satisfaction of the
House. Lees than a hundred members were present;
of whom twenty were Irish, who sat and sprawled
in the Irish quarter of the Huns > : while aa man«
Conservatives and twice aa many Liberals sat and
sprawled in their own domains. At no time ia it
thought necessary to parliamentary decorum to sit
bolt upright ; and now less than ever. I mar say}
however, that the British legislator draws a lina
which he never pasees. He never puts hie feet on
the desk in front of him. One reason for tbia ia thai
he has no desk in front of htm. But
he does not put bis feet on the back cd
the bench behind which he sits. If he aita on a
front bench he feels himself at liberty to extend his
legs far into the open space before blm. And 1
think that if Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes would
come over here and study tbe attitudes of the dia»
tingtusbed occupants of the Treasury beneb. he
would revise his well-known dictum that the
American is the ouly man who knows what to do
with the small of his back. More than one memoes,
of the Government habitually sits on his. A mad
may do almost anything bat stand on bis head oa

lie at full length. Vvith all this license a certain am
of dignity is, in ordinary times, pretty carefully
preserved, and is not quite gone even now. In tba
library and lobbies, the tea-room and smoking-
room large forces of members are kept la
reserve by tbe whips, and will pour in aa soon aa a
division is called. The Treasury Bench, in which
members of the Government are supposed to sit, haa
now exactly three tenants.the Solicitor-General
for Ireland, tbe Under-Secretary tor tho Home De¬
partment and the Lord Advocate for Scotland. The
whole place lias a ghastly and unnatural look, dna
In part to tbe quality of the light. Long past noon

though it be, tue gaa is burning, and with tbe flood
of yellow light that streams through the glass ceil¬
ing*, mingles the hardly leas yellow light ota dull
February skv. The air is sickly. In theory the air ia
the House of Commons isalwayspnre, being pumped
m and out by some extremely scientific procesa.
In fact it is at this moment thick and nasty, and aa
hour or two of it will give von au extremely fine
headache. Human beings have got the better of
scientific machinery, and pump in a great deal moro
carbonio acid than the engine in the cellar can
pump out. The Moor, the benches, the clerks' table,
the aisles, are littered with tom napers, yellow tele-
urapii envelopes, volumes of Hansard, and disor¬
derly masses of blue books.the latter most abund¬
ant m the Irish quarter, aud which thev have
furnished the material for so many able but
interminable speeches. Tbe general demoralization
has visibly affected Dr. Playfair, who sits corner-
wise in the Speaker's canopied chair, which is three
sizes too big for him, and who ¡sat case neither in
body nor mind.

THK IUI8R COMBATANTS.
One of the Sullivans or Csullivans was on his lega

when 1 went in. When he sat down another O'Sul-
livan. or it may have been Mr. O'Donnell, or perhaps
Mr. Finuigan, or probably Mr. CSuaiighneesy, rose

to confinite toe pei levmanee. It realty aassiesee

nothing what name you give a particular speaker.
The Irish members have, I suppose, in private life
and m tbe domestic relations each bis own Individu¬
ality, and distressing results would ensne from any]
confusioti In their personal identity at their own

country-houses or barrooms or firesides. But with,'
the exception of three or four, they are hardly to I
disciim-.nated in public. One etardifferetii not fron
another star in glory. Ouc speech differeth not from;
another s'-ee« h iu prolix duluess. Ljrd Tburlow'e
prediction that a machine would some day be in¬
vented for drawing bills-in-equitv has come to pass,
with a slight difference. None of Mr. Parnell's ma*
chine ? could draw bills.iu-equity. All of them can

spin out in a mechanical way sequences of Words
having little connection with each other and lesa
with the nominal subject of discussion. They vio¬

late the laws of grammar and laws of debate with
equal complacency. Tho method is always the.
same. When you bave sat through half an hour ol
obstruction yon will have saturated your mind with
the overflewof Irish wisdom. The next half hour will
be the same, and the noxf, and the uext. The same,
I mean so far as tbe system, and, for the most part,
the speaking, are concerned. Now and then comes aa

interesting, sometimes an exciting, episode. Bui
the forces of obstruction and the tactics of Mr. Par¬
tiell remain substantially tbe same at the end of
these tweuty-four honre as at the beginning. Tb«
question really before the Hoiiso is on Dr. Lysar*!
amendment to Mr. Forster'« motion. The question
technically before the House is a motion for ad¬
journment, which the wisdom of our ancestors un¬

luckily made a debatable question. Wu»n a motion
tor adjournment is made each member may speak on

it. As there are forty Irish obstructionists, there may
be forty socedles on each motion, and forty
separate motions may be made. The efficacy
of this system therefore would not be
comepletely exhausted till 1.600 speeches had been
made; and there are not a few of the triefe who bave
Droved themselves capable of speaking two hours on
such a motion. Formerly they discussed the main

question on pretext of debating the adjournment.
Latterly tbe Speaker has tried to stop this, and to-day
a man is pulled up if he wanders too far lruin hia
subject, and informed that tbe only question before
the House is whether this House do adjourn. The
same speeches are made over and over again, varied
by outbursts of rudeness, of coarse abuse, of dirent
i'.unci ? meneo to the Speaker or other members of the
House: with wrangles and many oilier sorts of
(iisreputa-de license. Perhaps Mr. liiggar
reached tho climax when he tailed Mr.
Milhauk a b-tool. Mr. ileily deser.es mention
also, aud Mr. M'Cuan, and.but there is nothing te
he got bv going through such a ca:al»gue. .Suffice
it to aay that tho manners ami language
of the lush are too often those of coster-
¦nongers aud street ruffians. Tho moro dull-witted
and c!um»v of the obstructiot, 1st« are now soon

silenced. They have not Ingenuity enough to con-·
i.ect their talk with the question, and alter thro« oa

four calls to order sit down. They dare not risa
being named and suspended, for contumacy would
soon reduce their numbers below the working
point.
Ou tbe merits of such proceedings, or on their,

fairness, it would be waste ot timo to eularge. The
Irish tuemsel ves.biMHg a mercurial people and averse
to ¡t too wearisome consistency of statement, have'
at last avowed tbe purpose thev long strove to deny.;
The hypocrisy of tbe claim for timo to debate ia
confessed. Mr. M'Coau and half a dozen others ad¬
mitted that they only wanted to waste time, aud to·

delay the passage of bills the inevitablones« of whiehi
they also admitted. They make these avowals with
just the same cynical and shameless impudence,
which marked their previous denials. For my part.
I can only wonder at the tolerauce of the House, aa
the louu-sutìeriug mildness of the ispoeter. at the
s.upgndiucse of miud, the blind respect for preceden«
and tradition, the timidity, the dread of innovation,'
the pedantic respect for mere torme, which, with an
many more motives besides, result iu the straugo re-«
Itiotauce we see to put an end to this monstrous neu
rage upou Parliament. M. Gambetta'« commena
was the true one.that in no country but Kugianct
wonld such a etate oí things be tolerated for twenty··
four hours. ?

A NKW POINT IÏAUKD. l

The most dramatic incident of the morning oc¬

curred between 1 and 2. Earlier in the day Mr.]
Labouchere, whose mind is fertile in every sort ol
ingenious expedient and invention, had hinted than
some doubt might exist aa to tbe power of thai
Speaker to leave and resume hia chair at pleasured
Upon this hint Mr. Parnell aoted. Newa ef hie ti
tentton to raise a new point went forth, and net lo
attar 1 the Treasury Bench, which had


